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Nguoi dich : Nguyén Thity An

Thién su Thich Tri Quang (1923-2019) tén that 1a Pham Quang. Ong sinh nim 1923 tai
Quang Binh, 1a con thtr tu trong mot gia dinh Phat tor c6 sdu anh em. Mot trong nhitng ngudi em
ctia 6ng, Pham Chénh, 1a mét can bd Viét Minh da hy sinh khi chién d4u voi Phap. Nam 1938,
theo nguyén vong cua me, Pham Quang ndi bude mot ngudi anh trai va Xuét gia & tudi muoi
lam. Trong sau nam tiép theo, ong tu tap véi Hoa thugng Thich Tri D6 (1894-1979) tai Phat hoc
duong Bao Qubc.' Nam 1943, Pham Quang 1a mot trong sau hoc ting hoan thanh xuét sic hai

cap do dao tao so dang va trung dang dé hoc 1én cip cao nhat ctia Phat hoc dudng luc bay gio.”

' Duong Thanh Mimg, “Phong trao Chédn Hung Phat Gido Mién Trung Viét Nam (1932-1951)”, Luén &n Tién si.,
(Truong Dai Hoc Su Pham, Dai Hoc Hué, 2017), 70.

* Thich Tri Quang, Tri Quang Tuw Truyén (TPHCM: NXB Tdng hop TPHCM, 2011), 3; Thich Tri Quang, Téing Gia
Viét Nam (Los Angeles: Phi Lau Na, 1986), 5-6. Nam vi con lai 1a cac thién su twong lai Thich Thién Siéu (Thich
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Mot nam sau, vi su tré — nay duoc biét dén voi Phap hiéu Thich Tri Quang — tot nghiép véi diém
sO cao nhét va tré thanh giang su c6 uy tin trong gidi tri thirc qua cac Phat Hoc Pudng ciing nhu
cac tap chi Phat gido co tiéng. Cong tac voi 6ng lac Ay co nha su tri thirc xuat gia Thich Minh
Chau (1918-2012), sau nay la ban ddng mén v6i nha su Thich Thién Chau (1931-1998) tai Dai
hoc Nalanda. Day 1a hai nhan vat c6 anh huéng 16n dén sinh vién Phét gido mién Nam trong
nude va ¢ hai ngoai nhirg nim 1960 va dau thap nién 1970.°

Cho dén thoi diém 1963, Thich Tri Quang da c6 nhidu déng gdp cho céc tap chi Phat hoc,
dich nhiéu bo kinh Phét sang chit qudc ngit, va ngay cang giit nhiing vi tri quan trong trong gidi
linh dao Phat gido mién Trung. Trong Bién ¢d Phat gido 1963, Thich Tri Quang ndi 1én véi tu
cach 14 nha 1anh dao tinh thin quan trong nhét cua Phét tir & Hué, va sau nay 1a trén khap mién
Nam Viét Nam. Nguoi dan dugc thu hat boi tudi tré, sy thong minh, phong thai 161 cudn nhung
kién quyét, nhitng bai phat biéu hiém hoi nhung manh mé, va 1ap truong khong hé nao nung khi
giao tiép voi chinh quyén ciia Thich Tri Quang, ciing nhu viéc dng sin sang tham gia vao cac
cudc tuyét thuc rong rai. Mot trong nhitng ngudi ban va dé tir cua 6ng, Gido su Khoa hoc Chinh
tri ngudi Phap gbe Viét Cao Huy Thuan, mé ta cudc gip gd dau tién voi Tri Quang vao nim
1963 nhu 1a mot khoanh khéc hung phén va ddy cam himg, “gidng nhu cam giac yéu tir cai nhin
dau tién vay”.*

Béo chi 6n hoa va tién bd & Sai Gon ciing khong ngan ngai ca ngoi Thich Tri Quang,
ngay ca sau nim 1966, khi ong da it nhiéu rat lui khoi vi tri tién phong trén chinh trudng mién
Nam. Mbi 16i néi, mdi bude di cua vi Thuong toa déu co thé tré thanh cam hing cho céac bai

béo, céc tiéu dé du bao nhimng dién bién tiém an lién quan dén lap trudng chinh tri ctia Phat gido

Tri Ptic, 1921-2001), Thich Tri Tinh (1917-2014), Thich Thién Minh (Thich Tri Nghiém, 1921-1978), Thich Tri
Thuyén (1923-1947), va Cu si Nguyén Chi Quang (?).

? Thich Tri Quang, Tri Quang Tuw Truyén, 5-6.

* Cao Huy Thuan, budi tro chuyén ciing tac gia, 20 thang 4, 2022.
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mién Nam trong giai doan nay. Ca nguoi My va nguoi Viét déu hiéu rang bat ky chinh tri gia nao
dugc Thich Tri Quang ing ho ciing s& nhat dinh tré thanh mot tmg cir vién dang gom cho céc vi
tri quyén lyc & mién Nam Viét Nam. Cho dén khi chién tranh két thuc, chi duy nhit mot ngudi
dat dugc vinh dy do: Pai tuéng Duong Van (Big) Minh, nguoi da 1anh dao thanh cong cude 1at
d6 Tong thong Ngd Dinh Diém nim 1963. Trong nhitng ngay cudi ciing ctia chién tranh, sy ing
ho cua Thuong toa Tri Quang di gitip Twdng Minh trd thanh Téng thdng cudi cung cta Viét
Nam Coéng Hoa (VNCH), gop phan dam bao mot cudc chuyén giao quyén luc twong ddi khong
d6 mau & D6 thanh vao ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975.

Khong c6 gi ngac nhién khi sy ndi tiéng ap déo ciia Thich Tri Quang trong long cong
chung lai di kem véi thai d§ khinh thi va nghi ngd tr cdc quan chtrc Sai Gon va Hoa Ky. Tuong
tu viéc chinh quyén Ng6 Pinh Diém khé“ing dinh réng vu tham sat tai Dai Phat thanh Hué vao
ngay 8 thang 5, nam 1963 la do nhitng ngudi Cong san gay ra, nhitng nguoi theo 6ng Diém cling
cdo budc cac nha lanh dao Phat gido tranh d4u, dic biét 1a Tri Quang, la tay sai cia phia Cong
san. Lap ludn nay tdn tai rt lau sau khi chién tranh két thuc va nhan duoc su ung ho tur ca nhiing
thanh phén chéng cong cuc doan, 14n cac nha sir hoc theo chu nghia xét lai, nhu Mark Moyar.5

Trai lai, cdc quan chirc My chua bao gio nghi ngo “tu twong chong Cong” ciia Thich Tri
Quang. Trong mdt bao cdo nam 1964, Co quan Tinh bdo Trung wong Hoa Ky (CIA) xdc nhan

rang ho khong coi vi su cuc ky ndi tiéng nay “la mot bu nhin Cong san hay mot di¢p vién Cong

> Mot s6 vi du c6 thé ké dén 1a Marguerite Higgins, Our Vietnam Nightmare [Ac Mong Viét Nam ciia Chung Tal,
(New York: Harper & Row, 1965); Mark Moyar, Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954—1965 [Chién Thing
Bi Tu Bé: Chién Tranh Viét Nam, 1954-1975], (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006); Lién Thanh, Thich
Tri Quang: than twgng hay téi do dan téc? (California: Uy ban truy t6 Toi 4c Pang Cong San Viét Nam, 2013). Vi
du, Higgins d miéu ta cac nha su Phét gido, trong d6 c6 Tri Quang, 1a “nhimg thanh vién cong san nim ving”.
Trong khi d6, Lién Thanh nguyén 1a Pai t4 Lyc lugng Canh sat Dac biét VNCH va gilt chirc Phd Canh sat trudng
Thira Thién vao thoi diém Phat gido ndi ddy nam 1966. Trong nhiéu ndm, Thanh da phat dong nhidu cudc tan cong
chéng lai Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam Thong nhét va Thich Tri Quang, t cdo ca hai la bu nhin ctia Cong san.
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san ¢ ¥ thuce”.® Tuy nhién, Tri Quang van 1a mot mdi nguy hiém va 1a mdi phién toai d6i voi
“phe chdng cong”, vi CIA coi 6ng la “mot nguoi theo chii nghia dan tdc cudng tin, chéng Cong
gido manh mé&, va c¢6 xu hudng coi ngudi Cong gido 1a mbi nguy hiém trudc mét con 16n hon ca
nhitng ngudi Cong san”. Mo ta ciia Langley vé Tri Quang nhu mot “ké thao ting chinh tri day
tham vong, khéo 1€o, tan nhan, va mot ké mi dan bam sinh” khong chi mau thuan voi cac gia tri
Phat gido, ma con khac xa hinh anh thyc té ciia Tri Quang trong trai tim va khéi 6c ciia phan
dong Phat tir mién Nam luc bay gio.’

Tuong tu tuyén bd vo cin cir v& mbi quan hé mat thiét gitta Thich Tri Quang va nhing
ngudi Cong san, birc chan dung nay vé vi lanh tu Phat gido ciing lién tuc dugc cung ¢b sau chién
tranh boi nhitng ngudi chong dbi ong, ciing nhu béi cac tai lidu lich st gan day. DPang chu ¥ nhat,
trong bai bao “O Viét Nam, Chi c6 Ton Gido 1a Quan Trong”, sir gia James McAllister cho rang
ngoai quan diém ngoan c¢6 chéng Phap, chdng Diém, Tri Quang con la mot ngudi “chdng Cong
manh mé& va kha hudng tng viéc st dung strc manh quan sy cua My dé chéng lai Bic Viét va
Trung Qubc”.® Giéng nhu CIA, McAllister nhan manh rang hoat dong chinh tri cta Tri Quang vé
co ban duoc tién hanh “thong qua ling kinh xung dot ton gido giita Phat gido va Cong gido” va
mot sy ghé tdm gin nhu phi 1y dbi v6i Diém, nhitng ngudi theo ong ta, va cac ché do ké nhiém
ong ta.” McAllister dua ra hai vi du dé ching minh cho 1ap ludn nay, d6 13 hai phién toa xét xir
Thiéu t4 Pang Si, nguoi di ra 1énh nd sung giét chét tim thanh nién Phat tir vao thang 5 nim

1963, va Ngo Dinh Can, em trai ciia Tong thong Diém va 1a ngudi duoc cho 1a cap trén cua Si.

6 George Carver Jr., The Motivation, Objectives, and Influence of Thich Tri Quang [Pdng co, Muc tiéu, va Anh
hudng cta Thich Tri Quang], September 11, 1964, File CIA-RDP80R01720R000500010012-9, General CIA
Records, Freedom of Information Act Electronic Reading Room, Central Intelligence Agency [Tai li¢u giai mat cua
Cuc Tinh bao Trung wong Hoa Ky]. https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP80R01720R000500010012-
9.pdf, accessed May 1, 2023, 1.

" Carver Jr., Motivation of Thich Tri Quang, General CIA Records, 5.

¥ James McAllister, “Only Religions Count in Vietnam’: Thich Tri Quang and the Vietnam War [O Viét Nam, Chi
C6 Tén Gido 1a Quan Trong’: Thich Tri Quang va Chién Tranh Viét Nam],” Modern Asian Studies 42, S6 4 (2008):
751.

’ McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 756.



Trich dén hd so cua Dai sit quan Hoa Ky & Sai Gon, McAllister xac nhan rang Thich Tri Quang
“tir chbi yéu cau khoan hong” dbi voi Pang Si va Ngo Dinh Can khi dugc hoi boi Pai st Henry
Cabot Lodge vao nam 1964."°

Van dé khong 6n trong phan tich ciia McAllister 1a tac gia chi dwa vao hd so chinh thirc
cua quan chuc My, von chira nhiéu thanh kién chinh trj va mot su hiéu biét kha han ché vé lich
sir ton gido va triét hoc di thuc day cac nha lanh dao Phat gido Viét Nam nhu Thich Tri Quang.
Vé khia canh nay, bai bao “Cudc Chén Hung Ton gido” ctia nha st hoc Edward Miller c6 thé
dugc coi 1a mot burc chan dung can béng hon, mdc du khong hoan toan tich cuyc, vé Thich Tri
Quang véi tu cach 1a “mot nguoi ing ho nhiét thanh cac 1y twong chan hung Phét giao”. Miller
khong sai khi nhan dinh ring sy cam két d6i véi cong cudc Chan hung da khuyén khich Tri
Quang — nha lanh dao Phat gido c6 anh huéng nhat mién Nam trong thoi ky nay — vu tién viée
giai quyét van dé thong nhat Phat gido va xdy dung mot Phat gido “dan toc chii nghia vé mit
quan diém va dén than (vao) xa hoi vé mat hoat d(f)ng”.11 Déng thoi, qua lang kinh cua Miller,
Tri Quang duogc md ta 1a mot nha lanh dao sic sao nhung khong linh hoat, va khong phai liic nao
ciing hanh dong phu hop véi cac gia tri Phat gido.'> Miller tham chi con tin rang “nhiing hanh
dong cuc ky khiéu khich” ctia Tri Quang da la nguyén nhan gay ra vu tham sat ngay 8 thang 5
nam 1963."° Tuy nhién, viéc tham ciru nhitng bai viét bang tiéng Viét ciia Thich Tri Quang lai
giup dua ra mdt cach giai thich khéc, cach giai thich c6 vai trd v cung quan trong trong viéc

gitip ta hiéu mot cach dy du hon thai do ddi 1ap cua Phat giao trong thoi chién.

' McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 760.

" Edward Miller, “Religious Revival and the Politics of Nation Building: Reinterpreting the 1963 ‘Buddhist Crisis’
in South Vietnam [Cudc Chan Hung Toén Gido va Yéu T Chinh Tri dé‘mg sau Chuong trinh Xay Dung Quéc Gia:
Dién Giai lai ‘Khiing hoang Phat Gido’ 1963 & mién Nam Viét Nam],” Modern Asian Studies 49, S6 6 (2015): 1929.
"2 Miller mé ta Tri Quang 1a mot ngudi “khéng quan tdm dén viéc thoa hiép” nhu Thich Tam Chau. Miller,
“Religious Revival,” 1938.

" Miller, “Religious Revival,” 1931.



Thé giéi quan ciia Thich Tri Quang

Thich Tri Quang 1a mét tin do nhiét tinh va trung thanh voi tu twong Chan Hung Phat
gio ciia Thai Hu Dai Su. Dbi véi 6ng, Phat giao Viét Nam chi ¢ thé ton tai va phat trién néu c6
tinh thdn dan tdc, thong nhat, va gan bo voi xa hoi. Sy sdng con cua dat nude, con ngudi va tén
gido khong thé tach roi, va bat ky chinh sach nao de doa mot trong ba déu de doa ca ba. Qua
thue, niém tin c6t 161 ndy di 1a kim chi nam cho nhitng hanh dong cta Tri Quang, tirc cling 14 cta
Phong trao Phat gido, trong va sau ndm 1963. Cu thé, Tri Quang x4c dinh “thai d§ ctia Phat gido
d6i v6i Chinh phu” bao gdm ba dic diém chinh. Thir nhét, Phat gido “khong tan thanh hay khong
chdng d6i Chinh phi, ma chi tan thanh hay chéng ddi chinh sach”. Thir hai, nhiing chinh sach
“t5t” ma Phat gido ung ho 1a nhitng chinh sach “phu hop véi sy sinh ton cua Phét gido va nhan
dan Viét Nam”. Nguoc lai, “nhiing chinh sich nhdam muc dich gay hau qua phan lai sy sinh ton
cua Phat gido va dan toc” s€ khong nhan dugc sy ung hd cua Phat gido. Cubi cung, Phat gido
khong nham muc dich “kiém soat” chinh pha hay céc cir chi chinh tri ctia Phét tir. Thay vao do,
gi6i 1anh dao Phat gido chi don gian tim cach “khuyén nhi” ca hai.'*

Néu ta chap nhan — nhu Edward Miller chip nhan — cam két “nhiét tinh” ciia Tri Quang
d6i véi cong cude Chan Hung Phat gido, thi ta ciing phai xem nhing gi Tri Quang da lam nhan
danh Phat gido nhw la nhitng gi 6ng da [am nhan danh dat nude va dan toc Viét Nam. That vay,
twong ty Thai Hu, Tri Quang da nd lyc tim cach “hoa hop” 16i day ctia Ptrc Phat véi thé gian va
thé gian v6i Pao phap. Noi cach khéc, chi dich thuat va cap nhat kinh Phat thoi thi chua du, ma
(nguoi Phat tir) con phai gitp chuyén héa “thuc tai” dé né tré nén twong thich hon véi cac 1y

twong Phat gido. Tién dé nay tiép tuc cho phép ta thach thirc ba két luan gay tranh cii sau day

' Thich Tri Quang, Tdm Anh Luc, Quyén 1 (Hué: Téng hoi Tang gia Trung Phan, 1962), 4.
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ctia McAllister vé vi su ddy anh huong nay: thir nhat, Thich Tri Quang bi 4m anh boi chi nghia
“bai Cong gido” cuéng tin; thtr hai, Tri Quang nhiét thanh chéng Cong dén murc chép nhan bao
luc chéng lai mién Bac Viét Nam va dan thuong & d6; va tha ba, Tri Quang khong quan tam dén

hoa binh.’

Thich Tri Quang va Cong giao

Ca ba quan diém trén déu méau thuin sau sic v4i nguyén tic bat bao dong va céc gido 1y Tir, Bi,
Hy, Xad ma Phat gido xem la cbt 16i. Cu thé hon, két ludn (cua McAllister) vé 1ap trudong “bai
Cong giao” cua Tri Quang truc tiép phii nhan nhing trao ddi cong khai cta vi thién su voi cac
Phat tr ddong hwong cuia minh. Mot vi du cta nhitng trao d6i nay 1a “Thu Gui Hué” thuong duogc
trich dan cua Thich Tri Quang. Birc tim thu duoc in lan diu tién trén to bao Ldp Truong co tru
sO tai Hué, vao ngay 23 thang 5 ndm 1964. Tri Quang viét buc thu nay trong bdi canh dién ra cac
cudc xung dot giita Phat gido va Cong gido & Hué. Trong khi ngudi Cong gido cho rang ho dang
bi gat ra ngoai 1& x4 hoi boi cac hanh dong “tra thu” cua Phat tir ddi véi cac cuu dang vién Can
Lao, thi cac Phat tir lai khéng dinh chinh ho dang bi “ché d6 Diém ma khong c6 Digm” — béy gio
do Trung tuéng Nguyén Khanh ding diu — dan ap & Sai Gon. Trong nira dau nim 1964, cac tap
chi va nguyét san Phat gido da dua tin rong rai vé do phé bién cua viéc nhiéu Phat tir — ddc biét 1a
& cac tinh mién Trung — bi vay bt va bét giir hang loat."

Hon nita, mic di d4 nhidu thang tréi qua ké tir khi chinh quyén Ng6 Dinh Diém bi 1at d6,
cac chinh phi méi van chwa dap tng duge cac yéu cau ciia Phét gido, bao gdm viée bdi thuong

cho gia dinh c4c nan nhan cta vu tham sat thang 5 ndm 1963 va mién trir Phat gido khoi Du

' Thich Tri Quang, Tdm Anh Luc, 4.



s610. Mic du Tri Quang ciing 16n tiéng than thd vé thyc té nay, 6ng van kéu goi Phat tir ngimg
tham gia vao nhitng xung dot dang dién ra véi ngudi Cong gido. Trong thu gii vé Hué, Tri
Quang viét:
D4o chinh qua dé nhung cach ménh qua kho... [Nguoi Phat tir phai] nd luc va nd lyc mot
cach lién tuc dé cham cho dut nhiing chinh sach khong phu hgp véi sy sinh ton ciia Dan
toc va Phat gido, phat trién Phat gido bang su thyc hién cua ban than ma khong bang cach
lam thuong ton cac ton gido khac, cang néu cao dtc tinh Tir Bi bao nhiéu thi lai cang
thuc hién duc tinh V6 Uy bay nhiéu: d6 1a “y thirc Phat ti”, don gian v6 cung nhung kho
khan vo tan."®
Cudc cach mang ma Tri Quang dm chi chinh la nd luc cua Phat giao nham dat dugc diéu ma
“Cach mang Thang Mudi Mot” 1€ ra phdi lam nhung chua bao gio thuc su thanh cong: xd6a bo
ché do doc tai va thiét 1ap binh dang ton giao & mién Nam Viét Nam. Tuy rang cudc dao chinh
d3 14t d6 anh em nha ho Ngb, nhung cac cyu can bo Can Lao vén tiép tuc nim giit quyén luc, va
nhitng ngudi Phat tir van bi ché do quan sy ké vi Diém dan ap. Tri Quang kéu goi nhitng ngudi
ing ho minh & Hué phan ddi nhitng chinh sach dan ap nay, nhung dé nghi ho phai thuc hién diéu
d6 ma khéng lam ton hai dén cac ton gido khac. Phat tir khong nhimng phai chdm dut nhiing ¥
tudng gy ton hai cho nguoi Cong gido, ma con phai tranh viée canh tranh véi nguoi Cong gido;
thay vao do, ho can tap trung vao vi¢c thuc hién 161 day cuia Buc Phat:
Phat tir Hué... phai biét binh tinh nhung canh giac d6i voi nhimg am muu phé hoai bang
nhiéu hinh thire, thuc hién boi nhiéu cach thirc, da ¢6 va s€ con co6 nira. Phat tr Hué phai
biét rang minh phai lam cho dao minh “khac” dao ké khac, chir khong phai lam cho dao
cua minh “hon” dao ké khac — “khac” & cho néu cao va thé hi¢n cho dugc sy khoan hong
va d6 lugng cua dirc tinh Tir bi, dau phai thiét thoi dén cao do."”
Do su ndi tiéng cua ong, dac biét 1a & Hué, va viée ong hiém khi phat biéu trudc cong ching,
nhitng 10i nhin cua Thich Tri Quang cé stc ning dang ké d6i v6i Phat tir mién Nam. Khong

gidng nhu nhiing gi McAllister tuyén b, Tri Quang tin tuéng manh mé vao vi thé trung tim ctia

su tha tha, 1ong nhan tir va vi tha d6i voi ban sic va tdm linh Phat gido. Vi trong tim ciia cong

' Thich Tri Quang, “Thu vé Hué,” Ldp Truong, S6 10, 23 thang 5, 1964, 2.
17 Thich Tri Quang, “Thu vé Hue,” 2.



cudc Chan Hung 1a dinh hinh thé gi6i tran thé dua theo cdc gia tri Phdt gido, nén Tri Quang
ciing tin tuéng manh mé& rang ong va nhimg Phat tir theo dng can phai séng dua theo — va muu
cau — nhiing gia tri do.

Mot 1y do khéc khién Tri Quang tim kiém — chir khong phai chdi bo — sy hoa hop giita
cac ton gido 1a vi 6ng d3 chiu anh hudng sdu sic boi “Chiéu Thu A-Duc-Vuong” (“Edicts of
Ashoka”). “Chiéu Thu A-Duc-Vuong” 12 mot tip hop cac vin tu ¢d duoc khic trén nhimg cot
twong, phién d4, va tuong boi A-Duc-Vuong (Ashoka) Pai dé cua Bé quéc Mauryan vao thé ky
thir ba trudc Cong nguyén. Ashoka da tao diéu kién cho Phét gido truyén ba khap chau A ¢d dai
va, do d6, duoc coi 1a mot nhan vat kién tao quan trong trong lich sir Phat giao thé gisi. Trong
mot buc thu gt cho “Th”, mét tri thirc va mot nguoi ban cua minh & Phap vao dau nam 1964,
Tri Quang dé nghi Th tim kiém, trong “Chiéu Thu”, “thai do ctia [Ashoka] ddi véi cac gido
phai”, vi d6 ciing 14 co s¢ hinh thanh quan diém cta Tri Quang vé quan hé giita lién ton.'® Khong
kho dé nhan ra trich doan ma Tri Quang dé cap chinh 1a “Dai Sic 1énh Thir 12” (“12th Major
Rock Edict”), trong d6 Ashoka kéu goi su hoa hgp gilra cac phai bd va ton gido nhu sau:

Lai nita, bt cr ai vinh danh giao phai cua minh hodc ché bai giao phai cua nguoi khac

hoan toan chi vi 1ong sung m¢ do61 voi gido phai cuia minh, va voi muc dich trung bay no6

dudi anh sang thuan lgi (cho minh), thi s ce‘mg lam ton hai giéo phai 01:1a chinh minh mé}
cach nghiém trong hon. Vi vdy, sy hoa hop can dugc khuyén khich dé con nguoi c6 thé
ling nghe nhing nguyén tic cua nhau va tuan theo nhimng nguyén tic ay."”
Huong tmg tinh than cta Ashoka, Tri Quang da giri thong diép sau t6i cac Phat tir Viét Nam hai
ngoai trong birc thu dén Th:

Phat tur })ét ctr ¢ dau, hay phuc vu td quéc trén quan diém dan toc. Hﬁ}{ khuyén khich su

phat trién cac ton gido trong do6 co ton gido cua minh, nhung khong bang su canh tranh

nhau ma bang sy thuc hién gi4o 1y ton gido minh cia chinh minh. D3 va s& khong bao gid
Phat gido Viét Nam c6 sy ky thi ton gié0.20

' Thich Tri Quang, “Thu ctia Thuong Toa Tri Quang,” Tin Tudng, S6 5-6, Thang Mot va Hai, 1964, 25.

' Romila Thapar, Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas [A-Duc-Vuong va Su Suy Tan ctia Triéu Dai Mauryas],
Revised Edition ed. (Delhi: NXB Dai hoc Oxford, 1997), 255.

%% Thich Tri Quang, “Thu Tri Quang,” 25.



Loi kéu goi cong khai yéu cAu cac Phat tir tranh moi sy canh tranh véi nguoi Cong gido nay, mot
lan nita, tryc tiép phan bac cdo budc ciia CIA va Pai st quan Hoa Ky ring Tri Quang la mot
nguoi chdng Cong giao cudng tin. Pay 1a mot két luan rit c6 van dé ma sau nay di dugc James
McAllister lap lai va ciing c¢b qua bai bao di trich dan.

Ngoai viée doc “Chiéu Thu”, Tri Quang con khuyén Phat tir Viét Nam & Phap nén lién hé
va tham khao ¥ kién cta hai bac si ngudi Pic theo dao Thién Chiia, nhitng nguoi — theo ong — 1a
hinh tugng “guong mau cho sy phuc vu chan ly khong ranh gi6i tin ngudng”. Tri Quang nhin
manh: “Hay tim va gﬁn ho, hoc ho. Loai ngudi néu c6 nhiéu tin dd nhu ho thi cac ton gido da
khong 1am cho loai nguoi kho vi ton gido, hodc hon nita, c6 khi mat tin tuong vé chinh t6n
gia0”.*! Nguoi ta co thé suy doan rang mot trong hai vi bac si nay 1a Bac si Erich Wulff, timg 1a
giang vién Dai hoc Hué va mot nhan ching ciia vu tham sat & Hué vao thang 5 nam 1963. Sau su
kién do, Wulff da viét bai, cling nhu tra 16i phong van qudc té, vé Phong trao Tranh dau Phat
gido & mién Nam Viét Nam. Thang 4 nim 1964, hai thang sau khi Tri Quang viét 14 thu giri Th,
Wulff tro lai Sai Gon. Sau d6, 6ng vé tham Hué cung véi hai Thuong toa Thich Tri Quang va
Thich Thién Minh, béy gio la Téng Vu Trudng Téng Vu Thanh nién ctuia Vién Hoa dao, Giao hoi
Phat gido Viét Nam Thong nhét. Trong phan gidi thiéu Wulff t6i dai ching Phat tir, Tri Quang
d3 mo ta bac si nguoi Puc 1a mot tim guong dang noi theo:

Bac si [Wulff] thuéc mt ton gido khac, Bac si tin Chiia nhung bac si khong chiu dé cho

ton giao tin ngudng cua bat cir ai bi cha dap, vi Bac st hiéu rang khi tin ngudng ke khac

khong con thi tin ngudng ctia chinh minh cling sap bi cudp mat. Phat gido Viét Nam biét
on Bac si.”?
Céc bai phat biéu va giao tiép trén day cua Tri Quang véi Phat tir ing hd 6ng — nhitng ngudi gop

phan 16n nhit vao viéc quyét dinh ban chat va mic do cua lap truong ddi 1ap cua Phat gido &

*! Thich Tri Quang, “Thu Tri Quang,” 25. )
** “Phong van B.S. Erich Wulff,” Lién Hoa, S6 3-4, 26 thang 5, 1964, 89-99.
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mién Nam Viét Nam — chic chian lam phirc tap thém cach giai thich hién co (ctia CIA va
McAllister): rang vi thién su ¢6 anh hudng nay 1a mot nha mi dan phi 1y, mot ngudi chi ban tam
v6i viée x6a bo anh hudong Cong gido ra khoi doi séng chinh tri va tinh than ciia ngudi dan mién

Nam.

Thich Tri Quang va Chu nghia Cong san’

Thich Tri Quang nhiéu 1an canh bao Phat tir khong nén xung dot voi ngudi Cong gido
khong chi vi 1y do dao dirc, ton gido, ma con vi 1y do chinh trj va chién lugce. Hon ai hét, vi thién
su hiéu rang phong trao “chup mii” da va dang lan tran rong rai ¢ mién Nam trong thoi ky hau
Diém. Bat ky hanh dong tiéu cuc nao tir phia Phat tir — du nham vao nguoi Cong gido, Hoa Ky
hay chinh quyén Sai Gon — déu c6 thé d& dang bi sir dung lam c& dé phi phap hoa toan bd cudce
dau tranh ciia Phat gido. Dong thoi, Tri Quang nhén thirc dwgc rang nguoi Phat tir ciing phai
tranh tr& thanh con tot cua nhimg nguodi Cong san va ciia Mat Tran Dan Toc Giai phong mién
Nam Viét Nam (MTDTGPMN). Ranh gi¢i mong manh ma Phét gido Vi¢t Nam phai budc di
trong thoi ky hon loan nay doi hoi sy tu kiém duyét, tu chu, va quyét tam 16n lao tir cac nha lanh
dao Phat gido néi riéng, ciing nhu tin dd Phat gido néi chung. Vi véy, bat cir ai muén danh gia
luan diéu “chéng Cong” ciia Tri Quang (nhu di dugc ghi lai trong nhitng cudc noéi chuyén riéng
ctia dng véi cac quan chire Hoa Ky), ciing déu can phai phén tich luin diéu d6 trong bdi canh
nhay cdm noi trén.

Theo bai bao cta McAllister, Thich Tri Quang di dé lai cho mot quan chirc Pai sir quan

M§¥ bay gio, J.D. Rosenthal, an twong rang nha su khong co “béat ky nghi ngai vé mit luan 1y hay
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dao duc nao vé cac vu danh bom” chéng lai mién Bic Viét Nam vao nam 1965. Thay vao do, Tri
Quang chi “c6 vé lo ling” rang cac vu danh bom c6 thé “dd chua du quyét liét”.> Khi bt gip
bang chimg cho thdy viéc Tri Quang (c6 vé) tng hd cac cude khong kich chdng lai mién Bic
Viét Nam c6 thé chi 1a 161 néi khoa trrong va mot dong thai chién lugc, McAllister lai théng
thimg bac bo cac bang ching nay. Vi du, cac tic pham cia Mark Moyar, Richard Critchfield, va
Marguerite Higgins trich dn 10i ctia chuyén gia chong du kich ngudi Anh Robert Thompson.**
Trong d6, Thompson nhdn manh rang Tri Quang da néi v6i ngudi Phap 1a “6ng dy chi dang cb
xoa diu nhitng nghi ngd cia [Tudng Maxwell] Taylor dé c6 thé ranh tay tiép tuc chién dich vi
hoa binh bi mét ctia minh”. McAllister cho rang bang chimg nay “khé c6 thé tin dugc vi [Tri
Quang] ludn c6 quan diém chéng Phap cuc doan [nén 6ng ta s& khong bao gior thd 16 diu gi that
1ong véi nguoi Phap]”. Piéu ky la 1a McAllister lai tin nhu that moi diéu ma Tri Quang néi véi
ngudi My, nhu thé Tri Quang khong bi rang budc gi trong viée giao tiép véi cic quan chirc Hoa
Ky.”

Tuyén bd cia McAllister rang Thich Tri Quang da hoan nghénh viéc manh mé& sir dung
bao luc chéng lai mién Béc Viét Nam, bao g@)m tiéu diét ca cac muc ti€u dan su, hau nhu khong
dugc xac minh boi cc bai viét va bai phat biéu ctia Tri Quang.*® Tuy nhién, dat nghi van vé tinh
xac thuc cua nhirng 1ap luan ma McAllister dua ra va muc dich thuc su trong cac phat biéu cua
Tri Quang khong c6 nghia 1 phi nhan thai d6 chdng Cong cua nha lanh tu Phat gido. Twong tu

Théai Hu Dai su, Tri Quang c6 thé di hoan toan dong ¥ véi 1y tuéng va myc tiéu binh ding ma

» McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 773.

** Xem Higgins va Moyar, ngudn di dan; Richard Critchfield, The Long Crusade: Political Subversion in the
Vietnam War (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1968).

* McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 774.

** McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 773. McAllister trich dan tuyén bd cia Dai st quan My rang Tri Quang “da
het long ung ho Chién dich (d6i bom mién Béc) Sim Rén” nhu 1a mot dong thai can thiét dé “dap tra chién dich tong
tan cong mién Nam va chong lai nhan dan cua Viét Cong”. O trang 766, McAllister trich din mot bire dién cua Pai
su quan gui By Ngoai giao Hoa Ky, bdo céo réng sau khi danh bai Hién chuong Viing Tau, Tri Quang da cho réng
Phat tir “c6 thé bt ¢iu hudng nhiing nd luc trong tim cta ho sang viéc chong lai chi nghia cong san” & Pong Nam
A.
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Chu nghia Cong san hudéng t6i trén mit 1y thuyét, nhung 6ng bac bo phuong tién dat duoc muc
tiéu do thong qua cach mang bao lyc. Hon nita, giéng nhu cac nha lanh dao Phat gido dong
huwong cta minh, Tri Quang khong ddng tinh voi quan niém ¢ hitu ciia Cong san vé cach mang.
D6i v6i nhitng nguoi Phat tir nay, gdc 1 sau xa ciia nhimg dau khé va xung dot trong cudc sdng
niam ¢ ¥ thirc cia mdi c4 nhan, chtr khong phai & y thic ciia mot giai cap hay qubc gia cu thé.
Theo ho, tit ca cac cudc cach mang trudc do déu thét bai vi chung dat y thic hé 1én trén con
ngudi, trong khi trén thyc té, chinh cai trude (y thire hé) da nd dich cai sau (con ngudi) va thuyét
phuc con nguoi “hy sinh cho mét tuong lai hio huyén ma quén di hién tai song dong”.>” Hoa
thuong (béy gi0 1a Thuong toa) Thich Minh Chau, Vién Trudéng Vién Dai hoc Phat gido Van
Hanh va 13 nguoi timg theo hoc v6i Tri Quang, giai thich quan diém nay trong tac phdm Trudc
Su No lé cua Con Nguoi nhu sau:

Chu nghia qudc gia, cing nhu chu nghia qudc té, khong giai quyet duoc sy mau thuin

cua y thirc con nguoi.. . Tat ca nhiing cudc cach mang lich sir déu that bai, vi nhimng cudc

cach mang ay da xay dung trén nhirng twong quan sai 1am bat dong gitra c4 thé va tap thé,
gitta tu thé va xa hdi. Chi c0 mot cude cach mang quan trong va c6 y nghia, d6 la cudc
cach mang ndi tdm cua ca the sang tao. Cach mang ndi tdm la cudc cach mang y thirc, cua
tur trdng toan dién trong con ngudi.>®
D6i v6i cac nha lanh dao Phat giao nhu Tri Quang va Minh Chau, gido duc — chtr khong phai bao
luc — méi 1a phuong tién hiéu qua nhit dé tién hanh cudc cach mang nay.

Niam 1966, Thich Tri Quang tra 16i phong van cua tap chi sinh vién Tinh Thwong, trong
d6 6ng so sanh Cong san véi “1a vang” va My véi “gio”. Ong nhan manh mién Nam chi nén coi
cai sau la cong cu tam thoi dé “thdi bay” cai trude, chir khong nén chép nhan n6 nhu mot thuc té
thuong tryc cua cudc séng. Binh luan vé Chu nghia Cong san, Tri Quang so sanh y thirc hé nay

v6i “nhiing chiéc 1a vang déng dinh” chir khong phai 1a “nhiing chiéc 1a vang lop mai nha” vo

*" Thich Minh Chau, Trudc Sy N6 Lé ciia Con Nguoi: Con Pwong Thir Thdch ciia Van héa Viét Nam, Tai ban 1an 2,
(Sai Gon: Pai hoc Van Hanh, 1970), 23.
28 Thich Minh Chau, Trudc Su N6 Lé, 23-24.
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hai.29 Nguoi ta co thé rat ra tir su so sanh nay ca thai d¢ than trong cuc do cua Tri Quang ddi voi
Chu nghia Cong san, /dn sy thira nhin cia 6ng rang Chu nghia Cong san, du tot hay x4u, van giit
dugc vi thé quan trong trong 10ng nhiéu ngudi dan Viét Nam do nhimg déng gop lich sir cta
ngudi Cong san vao cong cudc giai phong dat nude khoi ach thude dia. Do d6, (Tri Quang cho
rang) s& 1a didu co loi cho chinh quyén Sai Gon néu chinh quyén chiu thira nhan va can nhic that
nghiém tic mbi lién hé mat thiét trén, va td churc mot Quéc héi dan ctr c6 kha nang dai dién cho
mién Nam Viét Nam trong cac cudc dam phan tiém nang v6i Mit tran Dan toc Giai phong va Ha
Noi.

Bét chap thai do chéng Cong niy (ma cudi cung di ling xudng kha nhiéu trong nhiing
nam sau dod), chua c6 tu li¢u nao — ngoai cudc tro chuyén riéng ctia Tri Quang véi Pai st quan
M§ ma McAllister trich dan — cho thdy Tri Quang chép thuan viéc sir dung bao lyc. Méu thuin
kho hiéu nay budc ngudi ta phai tw hoi: liéu c6 phai tuyén bd ting ho bao luc d6 da chi la cach dé
nha su “tiép tuc chién dich bi mat vi hoa binh” ctia 6ng nhu Robert Thompson da khang dinh hay
khong? O day, mot vi du khac vé su khong nhit quan giira hd so ciia Pai st quan (vé Tri Quang)
va cac tuyén bd cong khai cua Tri Quang con dugc phan 4nh qua mot két luan khac cua
McAllister, ring nha sur dd “bac bo an khoan hong” dbi voi Thiéu ta Pang ST va Ngo Dinh Can
trong cac phién toa xét xir hai nhan vat nay vao gitta nim 1964. Trai nguoc véi tuyén bd cia
McAllister, t& bio Ldp Truwong va cac tap chi Phat gido khac déu dang tai buc thu ngo cta Tri
Quang kéu goi khoan hong trudc phién toa xét xir Dang Si nhan dip Dai 1& Phat dan nam 1964.%°
Trong d6, Tri Quang viét:

Phat gido chi mudn phap luat phai xét xir bang mot ban an nghiém minh dé ran dé nhiing

ké gy thém tdi 16i vé sau, nhung Phat gido khong mudn d6 mau thém nira dau méu cia
Phat tir da d6 ra nhi€u dén bao nhi€u. Do d6 ma t6i, véi tu cach la nguoi lién hé tryc ti€p

**Ng6 Thé Vinh va Pham Binh Vy, “96 Phut v6i Thugng Toa Tri Quang,” Tinh Thuong, S 29, Thang Nam, 1966.
¥ Nguyén An, “Thir Nhan dinh Tinh trang Phat gido sau ngay 1.11.1963,” Tin Tuéng, S6 9-10, Thang Nam va Séu,
1964, 23 va 32-34.
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vo1 cac Thanh tir vi Phat phap t6i ngay Phat dan 2507, xin phép noi 1én tiéng noi khoan
hong ma Phat gido da tuyén b6, d6i v6i 6ng Dang Si... Toi thiét nghi Phat gido c6 thé 1én
tiéng khoan hong ong Pang Si vi toi ctia 6ng pham 14 ddi voi Phat tir va Phat giao.

Tri Quang sau d6 két thiic buc thu biang 10i cAu nguyén cho hoa binh: “Xin dem cong dirc nay

cau nguyén cho nén hoa binh ctia dat nudc va niém tuong than cua dan toc”.”!

Thich Tri Quang va Hoa Binh’

Cau trich dan trén ciing truc tiép thach thirc 1ap ludn gay tranh cii va thai qua nhit cia
McAllister: rang Tri Quang khong quan tim dén hoa binh. McAllister trich din ngudn tiéng Viét
duy nhit ma 6ng sir dung trong bai viét ctia minh, birc thu giri vé Hué cua Tri Quang trén bao
Ldp Truong, 1am bang chimg cho 1ap luan trén: nha su, McAllister viét, “tham chi chwa bao gid
dé cap dén chién tranh” trong birc thu d6.”* Tri Quang ndi tiéng 1a ngudi ludn ngin gon, stc tich
trong ca van viét va 101 noi. Viée Tri Quang chon tap trung vao van dé hién tai — cudc xung dot
dang dién ra giita Phat gido va Cong gido — trong “Thu Gui Hué” khong cé gi dang ngac nhién.
Diéu khong thé chdi cdi 1a trong nhimng tuyén bd cong khai khac ctia minh, Tri Quang d noi rat
nhiéu vé& hoa binh, dic biét 1a vé tiém ning cta Phat gido trong viéc dong vai tro 1a lyc lugng
mang dén hoa binh. Trong tiéu luan “V6 D&”, Tri Quang nhic lai lich str it 6 mau ciia Phat gido
va su that 1a, vai Tri Quang, bao vé Phat gido cling déng nghia vdi bao v¢ hoa binh:

Sudt hon 25 thé ky qua, Phat giéo chua bao gio lam d6 mot giot mau nhan loai nao, [ma

chi ¢ ging] x6a bo tu tudng giai cap, y thirc phan biét chung toc, loai trir triét dé tim ly

ddc ac, toan tinh. La mét luc lugng chuyen dong, Phat giao 1a ndi kinh hoang ddi v&i mé
tin, 1a thé lyc huy diét mot xa hoi dau kho, 14 yéu t6 xdy dung mot tuong lai tuoi sang.

*! Thich Tri Quang, “Thu Ngo ciia Thugng Toa Tri Quang vé Vu An Ong Dang Si,” Ldp Truong, S6 9, 16 thang 5,
1964.
3 McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 766.
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Tong chi, Phat gido 1a mot ton giao hoan toan co kha ning xdy dung va duy tri hoa
binh.”

N6i cach khac, mdi khi Tri Quang néi dén viéc bao vé Phat gido, ong ciing ham ¥ mong mudn
hoa binh. Nguoi ta ciing c¢6 thé nhan thiy tim quan trong ctia hoa binh trong tam tri Tri Quang
ngay trong “Loi Twa” ma ong viét cho “Hién Chuong Phat gido” nam 1964: “Cong bd 1y tuong
hoa binh, Phat gido khong dat su tdn tai ciia minh ngoai sy tdn tai cua dan toc”.>*

Ly do thir hai dwoc McAllister vién dan dé ching minh hoa binh khong phai 14 mét trong
nhitng dong co chinh cta Tri Quang 14 viéc Tri Quang da hoan nghénh, thay vi phan ddi, sy can
thiép ctia M§ vao nam 1965. Theo McAllister, diéu nay dugc phan anh trong 10i nhan xét cua Tri
Quang rang “khéng hé co chii nghia bai My trong Phat gi4o”.>> Thé nhung, nhu chinh Tri Quang
da nhic di nhic lai nhiéu lan, “chéng My (“opposing America”) khac v6i “bai My” (“being
anti-American’). N6i cach khac, Phat gido khong nudi dudng tinh cam bai My khong c6 nghia la
Phat gido khong phan dbi nd luc chién tranh ctia My, nhat 1a khi quyét tdm chién tranh cia
Washington de doa su ton vong ciia dit nudc va dan toc Viét Nam.

Thir ba, McAllister cho rang Tri Quang thd o voi hoa binh vi 6ng “hiém khi to ra ting ho
modt mién Nam Viét Nam trung 1dp hodc theo dudi bét ky cugc dam phan nao véi
MTDTGPMNVN truéc khi My va Chinh phu Viét Nam chiém thé thuong phong trén chién
tru(‘)rng”.3 6 Lap luén nay, mac du thoat dau co vé hop 1y, lai la mot tién dé thiéu sot, vi né duoc
duc két dua trén gia dinh rang Tri Quang dd cé thé hanh dong hodc 1én tiéng phan ddi chién
tranh vao thoi diém ma chién tranh la chinh sach chinh thike ciia Washington. Cac quan chitc My

s& nhin nhan Tri Quang nhu thé nao néu 6ng cong khai bay to mong mudn hoa binh? Nhu Tri

Quang thira nhan trong hdi ky ciia minh:

*> Thich Tri Quang, Tdm Anh Luc, 177-78.

** Thich Tri Quang, Tri Quang Tu Truyén, 17.
> McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 771.
% McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 755.

16



[Cuong] do chién tranh khién Phat giéo phai chéng chién tranh... Sau mot cudc hop cua

Phét Gido, t61 noi voi nguoi My rang Phat gido phai chinh thirc van dong hoa binh.

Nguodi My ndi véi toi rang hoa binh 1a chién tranh tan rui dan di. Quan diém tuong phan

dén mirc 6 nén phai c6 vu 1966...77
Toém lai, khi phan tich quan diém ciia Thich Tri Quang trong lich sir, rt can phai dit nhitng phat
ngon va hanh dong cua Tri Quang trong mot bdi canh ma khong nhimg viéc chup mii Cong san
12 mot thuc tién phé bién, ma chién tranh con dang bi My hoéa va gia tang theo ca‘ip s6 nhan.

Vé van dé nay, mot diéu thi vi 1a McAllister lai tuyén bd rang c6 hai vi su Phat gido khac
da thé hién cam két ing ho hoa binh manh mé hon Tri Quang: Thich Quang Lién, nguoi timg tbt
nghiép Pai hoc Yale, va nha su chéng Cong ndi tiéng Thich TAm Chau. Cu thé, McAllister viét
rang Quang Lién kéu goi chi nghia trung 14p va “su rit quan cia ca luc luong My va Viét Cong
khoi mién Nam Viét Nam”, mot dé xuét da nhanh chong bi tat ca cac nha 1anh dao Phat gido cép
cao, ngoai trr Tam Chau, bac b6.* Tuy nhién, nguoi ta co thé 1ap luan rﬁng chinh ndi so hai vé
viéc gia tang chién tranh — chtr khong phai 1a sy thd o voi hoa binh — di dan dén sy bac bo dob.
Ban lanh dao Gi4o hdi Phat gido Viét Nam Théng nhat, ddc biét 1a Thich Tri Quang, da hon mdt
lan d¢ cap dén mdi quan ngai cua ho vé mot giai phap trung 1ap co tinh chat twong ty nhu Hiép
dinh Qudc té vé Trung 1ap Lao nam 1962.

Vao ngady 23 thang 7 nim 1962, dudi su khoi xuéng cua Tong théng Hoa Ky John F.
Kennedy, 14 qudc gia di ky két Tuyén bd cham dirt cude nodi chién dang dién ra giita Chinh phu
Hoang gia Lao do Hoa Ky hau thuan va Pathet Lao do phe Cong san ldnh dao. Vé mit 1y thuyét,
Hiép dinh thanh 1ap mot chinh phu lién minh gdm ba thanh phan ¢ Lao va yéu cau tit ca cac bén

ton trong tinh trung lap cia Lao. Tuy nhién, hi¢p dinh da khong dugc thuc thi, sau khi bi Hoa

" Thich Tri Quang, “Tiéu Truyén Tw Ghi,” Thu vién Hoa Sen, October 4, 2010,
https://thuvienhoasen.org/a14734/tieu-truyen-tu-ghi-hoa-thuong-thich-tri-quang.

¥ McAllister, “Only Religions Count,” 765-73. Nguyén van: “Khi duoc mot quan chirc Pai sir quan hoi liéu dé xut
clia 6ng c6 duge sy ung ho ciia gidi lanh dao Phat gido hay khong, Lién tra 10i rang né chi c6 dugce sy ting ho cua
nha su dugce cho 1a ‘6n hoa,” TAm Chau”.
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Ky, Viét Nam Dan chu Cong hoa, Lién X6 va Cong hoa Nhan dan Trung Hoa vi pham gﬁn nhu
ngay 1ap tirc.*” Chién tranh tiép tuc dién ra & Lao sau khi hiép dinh dugc ky két, voi sy leo thang
can du cla ca nhitng ngudi Cong san va nhiing ngudi chéng Cong. Do do6, khong co gi dang
ngac nhién khi Tri Quang va nhiing ldnh dao Phat gido khic mudn tranh mot sé phan twong tur
cho mién Nam Viét Nam vao thoi diém do.

Quan trong hon, néu nhu 101 kéu goi ca Hoa Ky va MTDTGPMN dong loat rat quan cua
Quang Lién dugc thyc hién, n6 s& khién cd hai phe bi danh déng nhu nhiing ké ngoai xam, xam
lwoc mién Nam Viét Nam. Day 1a mot cach nhin ma khong phai ai trong hang ngii lanh dao — va
tin dd0 — cia GHPGVNTN cling tdn thanh. Nhiing nha su mién Nam, nhu Thuong toa Vién
truong Vién Hoéa Pao Thich Thién Hoa, co nhiéu thién cam véi chu nghia dan tdc cua
MTDTGPMN hon ca Tri Quang 1an Quang Lién. Trén thuc té, dé xuat cia Quang Lién phan anh
mdt cach nhit quan 1ap truong chdng Cong va than My ctia nha su ndy, boi vi viée loai bo ca lyc
luong quan doi Hoa Ky va MTDTGPMN khoi lanh thé mién Nam Viét Nam s& khién chinh
quyén Sai Gon tré thanh dai dién hop phap duy nhit cia VNCH. V& diém nay, ngay ca Tri
Quang ciing khong dong tinh (voi Quang Lién). Trong cudc phong van voi bao Tinh Thuwong
nam 1966, Tri Quang da nhan manh nhu ciu cép thiét thanh 1ap mot Quéc hoi din cir du kha
nang dai dién thuc sy cho ngudi dan mién Nam Viét Nam: “Chi biét r;;ing chinh quyén hién tai
ché“ing dai di¢n cho mdt ai va hau qua [cua su thiéu chinh danh do] 1a hién trang vo cung bi tham

vé chinh tri ciing nhu quan sy”.*

3% Cu thé hon, Béc Viét tiép tuc dong quéan & Lao dé duy tri duong tlep té doc theo mot doan Buong mon Hb Chi
Minh chay qua phan phia dong cua Lao. Lién X6 va Trung Qudc tlep tuc cung cap vii khi cho Pathet Lao, trong khi
M5 bit dau chién dich ném bom tan khdc dé hd trg Chinh phu Hoang gia Lao va Viét Nam Cong hoa. Ban than
Pathet Lao ciing bét du tién hanh tiéu diét nhitng nguoi theo chii nghia trung 1ap va ngay lap tirc tré thinh mot g
ctr vién chinh trong viéc tranh gianh quyén Iyc & Lao.

40 Ngo Thé Vinh va Pham Dinh Vy, “96 Phit,” 3. Ngoai ra, McAllister con nhin manh rﬁng viéc Tri Quang Gng ho
viéc thanh 1ap Nha Tuyén Gy Phat gido trong Quan Luc VNCH ciing ching t6 sw ung hd cua Tri Quang dbi véi
chién tranh. Pay don gian 1a mot két luan v can cir. Ngoai viée Tri Quang khong phai 1a ngudi dau tién, ciing
khong phai 1a nguoi duy nhat, tan thanh y kién thanh 1ap Nha Tuyén Gy Phét gido, thi phan 16n binh si QLVNCH la
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Tom lai, mot s6 1y twong dic trung 1am nén thé gidi quan cta Thich Tri Quang la: sy ting
ho hoa hop, hoa giai giita cac ton gido, thai do nghi ngd chu nghia Cong san, cam két phan d6i
chién tranh va bao luc, ude mong hoa binh, va niém tin bén bi vao mdi lién hé mat thiét gitita )
phan cua dat nudc Viét Nam va cia Phat gido Viét Nam. Dudi goc nhin nay, thé giéi quan cua
Thich Tri Quang nhéat quan véi 1y tuong Chan Hung Phét gido ma ong vira ké thira tir Thai Hu
Dai su, vira giup bién thanh cong cu xay dung va bao v¢ sy sinh tdn cua Phat giao & mién Nam

Viét Nam trong bién Iira chién tranh.

Nguyén Thily An tt nghiép Ctr nhan kép nganh Kinh té va Quan hé Qudc té tai Dai hoc Capital,
va Thac si va Tién si Sir hoc tai Pai hoc Maine, Hoa Ky. Cong viéc nghién curu, gidng day, va
cac 4n pham da xudt ban ciia Thiy An tap trung vao chinh sach dbi ngoai cia Hoa Ky (U.S.
foreign relations), hoa binh va giai quyét xung dot (peace and conflict resolution), gii va phu ni
hoc (gender and women’s studies), gido duc lao dong (labor education), va lich sir Viét Nam va
A chau thé ky 20. C6 hién nghién ciru va giang day tai Pai hoc Maine.

Phat tir, ddng nghia véi viéc ‘mong mudn duoc hd tro tinh than cta ho phai dwgc GHPGVNTN thira nhan. Trong 18
ciu nguyén tai chua Diéu Dé ngay 24-10-1964, dai dién Phat tir thude Su doan 1 Bo binh doc didn vin bay to long
b1et on d6i véi van phong méi nay: “Vién Hoa Pao di co nhitng thoa hiép dé thic day Chinh phit dong ¥ cho phép
t6 chirc va van hanh mot Nha Tuyén Uy Phat gido trong QLVNCH?”.

19



